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Families in West Lancashire are
being hit hard by rising prices. As
the cost of living goes through
the roof, a new survey by ASDA
has revealed that a typical
family is £8 a week worse off
compared to last year.

Labour’s decision to increase tax
on the lowest paid, on a pint
down the pub and on tax rises
for drivers, is now hitting
household finances. As a result,
more and more people are
struggling to pay for things like
mortgages or Council Tax.

Adrian Owens, prospective
Conservative MP for West Lancashire,
said: “These figures make depressing
reading.  You only have to talk to people
around the local area. Almost everyone is
feeling the pinch.”

“Gordon Brown and the Government have borrowed too much and the
country’s finances are in a mess. That’s one of the reasons why taxes are
going up, kicking people when they are down.”

Conservatives have put forward a Five Point Plan to make it easier
for families to cope:

1. Introduce a fair fuel stabiliser - minimising big swings in
fuel costs

2. Scrap the taxes paid by most first time home buyers
3. Stop the tax penalty for people who get married
4. Make the tax credits system simpler and fairer
5. Help more people into jobs and cut benefits for those who

won’t work

Meanwhile, Labour MP, Tom Harris, a Government Minister, has told families to
‘stop being so bloody miserable’ about rocketing living costs.
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Family and relationship breakdown shatters lives and weakens
society. There is no magic wand. However, 

Conservatives propose:
• Ending the couple penalty in the benefits system – couples should

not be better off financially by choosing to live apart

• Increased funding for relationship support and education

• Increased network of health visitors to assist parents with young
children up to the age of five

• Drug treatment to help addicts kick their habit - not simply “reduce
harm” by providing methadone on prescription or clean needles.

Labour promised to reform welfare, yet more than 1 in 10 of the
West Lancashire working population is unemployed or on out of
work benefits.

Conservatives propose:
• Respect for those who cannot work - Those recipients of Incapacity

Benefit who really cannot work will receive continued support

• Employment for those who can - Every out of work benefit claimant
capable of doing so will be expected to work or prepare for work

• Time limits for out of work benefits - so people who claim for more
than a certain period will be required to join community work
programmes.

Welcome
support for
those with
debt worries

Local people struggling with mortgage arrears and other debt problems
can be assured of help and support at the local Citizen Advice Bureau.

Adrian Owens, Conservative General Election candidate said: “I recently visited
the West Lancs. CAB in Skelmersdale to talk with their manager, Brian Millington
about their vital work. Last year, the district council took the forward-looking
decision to double our financial support to the CAB for debt advice. That extra
money from the council is helping people who are struggling to cope with
mounting bills.” The CAB  can be contacted on 01695 723110.

Tough on crime ..... Tough on the causes of crime
Earlier this year, Skelmersdale newsagent Tony Singh hit the national
headlines after defending himself against an attempt robbery from a
man out on bail. The robber died as a result of injuries from his own
knife.

In May, the local press reported a 17 year old breaching an ASBO, 21 times
without a more severe punishment.

Adrian Owens, Conservative General Election candidate says its time to put
fear into the criminals who make life a misery for everyone else.

• Strengthen the law on self-defence

• More prison places and longer sentences

• Reduced use of bail, especially privately-run “bail hostels” in
residential areas

• Rigorous community service for less serious offences

• Those on community punishments to wear identifiable uniforms

• Effective Drug treatment in prisons

• Presumption of jail for knife crime

MP Expenses
rise by nearly
£100,000 in
11 years
Maximum allowable expenses for

MPs (excluding travel) have risen

since 1997 from £59,855 a year

to £156,804 a year - a rise of

162%

Meanwhile, the basic state pension

has risen since 1997 by £28 per

week - a rise of just 45%.

Adrian Owens, the Conservative

General Election candidate says:

“There is a need for MPs to claim

some expenses, but this massive

inflation in expense limits is

completely unjustified. My current

councillor expenses are listed on my

website at

www.adrianowens.com/expenses.htm

I will continue to publish a full

breakdown of my expenses on my

website if elected as your MP.”

Campaign for safer local
roads continues
Local residents have responded in large numbers to the
Conservative campaign for safer local roads. Many
hundreds of concerned parents have added their support
to a petition asking Lancashire County Council to commit
more funds to local road safety measures, especially
outside schools.

West Lancashire has the worst road safety record of any
Lancashire district over the past 5 years with more than 600
people killed or seriously injured. Adrian Owens, the campaign
coordinator said: “The county council receives many more
requests for road safety measures than it agrees to fund. Yet, for
55 people in Lancashire last year this was truly a life and death
issue.  Lancashire has a poor road safety record and West
Lancashire has been the worst part of the county. Relatively
small amounts of money can make a big difference, and the
county council has the reserves to make our roads safer for schoolchildren and other road users.”

To add your support to the petition visit www.westlancsconservatives.com 

Post Offices still
under threat
Local Conservatives played
their part in the successful
fight to save Newburgh Post
Office. Adrian Owens, who lives
in Newburgh and uses the post
office, said “The speed with which
Newburgh Post Office was first
under threat and then was saved,
underlines the political nature of
the entire closure programme.
Thank goodness, we live in a
Labour marginal otherwise we
would have been ignored by the
government.”

Changes, introduced by local
Conservatives to the way West
Lancashire residents pay their
council bills, are likely to increase

income to local post offices by
more than £18,000. However, the
viability of those post offices
remaining is threatened by the
government’s dithering over the
new contract for the Post Office
Card Account. Adrian concluded
“This Government seems obsessed
with decimating what few local
services remain.”

Adrian Owens – For a new direction



Conservative team to fight
county council elections unveiled

West Lancashire Conservatives have selected a first class team to fight the
county elections next May. After recent election success, Conservatives are
aiming to gain seats in West Lancashire and take control of Lancashire County
Council for the first time in 28 years.  

Contact the Conservative office to make contact with any of the county council
candidates.

Quotes to note
“If the [West Lancs Labour] party
treats such members as Cllr.
Bullen in such a brutal manner, it
will be, rightly, seen as unfit for
power and unworthy of support.”

Colin Pickthall, former Labour MP
for West Lancashire - March 2008

West Lancs. Labour Party is “based
on factions and personalities,
rather than serving the people…
It’s sinking inexorably”

Current Labour county councillor
for Skelmersdale West, Chris
Cheetham - June 2008

✁

Help the Conservatives set West Lancashire
in the right direction
Return this form postage free. Please tick the relevant box and complete your contact details.

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

Postcode ______________Telephone __________________ E-mail _____________________________________

Please cut out and return to: Adrian Owens, West Lancashire Conservatives, FREEPOST, 72 New Court Way, Ormskirk L39 1BR

Promoted by West Lancashire Conservatives on behalf of Adrian Owens, both of 72c New Court Way, Ormskirk, L39 2YT.
Printed by Waring Collins, 12 Swordfish Business Park, Burscough, Lancashire L40 8JW.  Printed on recycled paper.

I would like to join the local Conservatives. Please
send me membership details.

I enclose a donation of £ __________ made payable
to West Lancashire Conservative Association.
Remember, that unlike the local Labour party who
have already received £2500 from the trade
union, USDAW in 2008, local Conservatives rely on
voluntary donations.

I am willing to deliver around 150 leaflets in my
neighbourhood 3-4 times a year. 

I am interested in attending fundraising and
social events.

I will display a garden poster at election time

(left - right) :  Rob Bailey (Ormskirk
West); Jo Rushton (Skelmersdale
West); Paul Greenall (Skelmersdale
Central); Adrian Owens (General
Election Candidate); Carolyn Evans
(Skelmersdale East); David O’Toole
(West Lancashire South); William
Cropper (West Lancashire West);
David Westley (West Lancashire East).

West Lancs Conservatives

Glover House, 72c New Court Way, Ormskirk, Lancashire L39 2YT
Telephone: 01695 572306

www.westlancsconservatives.com


